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There arc pracllcal advanta/’cs to Icarninp handcraft tanning. Firstly 
is quicker to tan skins yourself. Tannine ability fjemand and money 

can be earned for tanning skins or for selling tanned skins. There is prestige too 
in (anniiip your own trophy skins or those of your friends. 

There should be no unpleasant odours when tanning furred or haired 
skins If skins arc smelly at any time then these directions have not been closely 
followed. The product “Quick Slip” has a sulphurous smell (when leather 
making) and should be used outdoors. With a little experience a small light skiri 
can often be tanned in one hour (total working time) using this method. Larger 
hides take more time. 

LEIDREITER’S TANNING METHOD is the recommended method for using 
a Leidreiter’s Tanning Kit to best advantage. It is a straightforward tanning 

system divided into four steps. 

An outline summary of the method is as follows: 

ojirp 1 — PREPARATION: Salt skins when fresh and again after 24 hours, 
^ then store them for seven days rolled up. 

Alternately sprinkle a light, salted skin with table 
vinegar then it can be tanned next day. 

cTi?D '7 ITT FSIHTNG* Remove the flesh membrane with the Tanning 
STEP 2 - FLLSHll>o. provided then wash the skins. 


STEP 3 — TANNING: 


STEP 4 — BREAKING: 


Mix “Tanning Formula” with cold water, add salt, 
plus a little battery acid for cattle or thick hides 
and soak skins 3 to 4 days (7 to 10 days thick 
hides). 

Wash skins, peg them out to dry, 

“Leather Lube’’. When dry “Brear them with a 
Tanning Knife or other method shown, sand off 
skins and trim to shape. 

To make leather or to tan any scaled 's|jp» 

< 5 cales bv treating the skins with hydrated lime and Quick blip . 

w?sh! then Slise the lime with a vinegar or acid wash then proceed wtth 

tanning as outlined above. . r n • « 

T cthrfttfr’S TANNING METHOD is described in detail in the tollowing 
pag« S you a variTof choices in method and chemicals. Some annem 
Lnt the easirat possiblejifiethod while others want the best 
easiest wav will^ive^very good soft leather, but the use of power 
washing machine, drying racks and hard to find chemicals where ^^S^®^^®.. 
be a trfmkdous help for tanners wanting to start a 

industry in tanning. To simply tan a few skins use ^^® tanners and 

Sten. Dried skins and hides present special problems ior handcraft tanners ana 

rarely tan to a soft finish. Salted skins are much easier and give a so • 

Learn tanning with a small goat, deer, calf or kangarcK) skin then 
progress to larger or more difficult skins such as fox, sheep, cattle aim 

thick hides. , . , r o n • j 

American measurements are shown with U.S. fluid ounc 
gallons afteV'tbe figures. Everyone else should follow the metric ri 
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Australian or Avoirdupois gallons and ounces we used prior to metrics arc 
not equal to these U.S. figures. I’Icasc take particular note of warning 
statements in the directions relating to problems, skins and protective clothing. 
Avoiding problems makes tanning so much more enjoyable. Detergent where 
indicated is any brand that is suitable for washing dishes and eating utensils, 
certainly not laundry-type detergents or other cleansers. 

Follow the directions in this pamphlet in preference to those on the 
polythene bottles. 

Soft water is needed for tanning and for washing skins in preparation for 
tanning. To test the water take a cake of soap and wash your hands m a bucket. 
If the water does not lather or have any bubbles on the surface then the water is 
not suitable for tanning purposes. 

DO NOT re-use salt as it becomes bacteria contaminated. 

DO NOT mix any solution stronger or weaker than shown. 

DO NOT introduce any chemical or method not shown. 

DO NOT short-cut anything. This method is a bare minimum for a good 


result 


Skins will not tan properly unless they have been prepared correctly 
first. Salting skins twice in the first 24 hours after killing is very important. 
Without correct and early salting the final leather can be stiff or hairslip can 
occur while tanning. “Hairslip” WILL NOT occur if the salting procedure is 
carefully followed. Always use common fine salt or “flossy fine salt in 
preference to coarse salt. 

INSPECTING HAIR-SLIP DAMAGE 



Fig. 1. , 

“Hair-slip” is the loss of fur or hair in irregular patches caused by bacteria 
attacking hair roots. This problem can be avoided by careful salting of skins 
soon after skinning and again 24 hours later as per directions. 









STEP 1 — Preparation 


PRKrAKIN(»' M(»'n r FURRKD skins, a light furred skiti is any sk' i*^ 
than (l/8lh in.) lliick nica.surcd in the thickest place on the edge*V 

skin when fresh. Remove skins from animals while they arc still war 
immediately lay out the skins in the shade to cool. With a sharp knife tr^ 
loose fat and meat. Use the blade of a Tanning Knife to rub fat off skin.^p^^ 
prevents the salt from entering the skin. After cooling all skins should be s i ^ 
within 1 hour with fine salt. Apply an even 2mm (l/IO in.) coat all over th'^^ 
fold in the edges and roll up the skin. Take care to salt the edges and right 
to the tip of tails. Store it in a cool place for 24 hours then unroll it and s°T 
again all over. These skins can be rolled up and stored for several weeks or * 
be tanned after 7 days. Salted skins should be stored in a jute bag to allow 
fluids to drain away. Never store salted skins in plastic bags. The 7 days salt 
curing time can be shortened if desired. After salting sprinkle the salt on the 
skin with apple cider vinegar, then proceed with Step 2 next day, 

PREPARING THE EARS ON FOX, DINGO & SIMILAR SKINS. Ears are 
made in three layers. Outside furskin, centre pliable cartilage and inside thin 
furskin. The inside thin furskin and cartilage need to be removed when 
skinning. Cut around the ear edge with scissors. Use a thumbnail to part the 
cartilage from the ear skin then salt inside each ear. Ears will lose their fur later 
when tanning unless this is done. A full explanation with illustrations can be 
found in A HANDBOOK ON KNIVES, SKINNING & TANNING, see 
Pages 44 and 45. 

PREPARING DRIED SKINS TO BE TANNED AS FURS. Dried skins are 
either sun dried or shade dried skins that have been nailed out to a floor or wall 
or pegged to the ground to dry. Old dehydrated stiff salted skins should also be 
treated as dried skins. Dried skins can be damaged by dedydration or by rotting 
while drying. Remember there is no protection from bacterial attack while the 
skin is drying. Hot sunlight and decaying meat and skin provide heat moisture 
and food to breed microbes at an alarming rate. Skin damage is only detected 
later when skins are soaked. “Hair-slip” is not unusual when tanning dried 
skins. Salting skins when freshly removed from the animal avoids these risks. 
Dried skins that lose fur while being “Prepared” can be made into leather for 

handcrafts. . ... . 

Dried skins must be worked back to their fresh state of pliability and 
thickness if they are to be successfully tanned as soft furs.. The success of this 
softening “Preparation” determines the softness of the finished tanned skin. 

Soak skins in cold water with a few dessertspoonfuls of dishwashing 
detergent for two hours then wash the skins and wring them out. Paint on to the 
flesh side a coat of undiluted dishwashing detergent. Leave the skins for an 
hour to absorb the^etefgent then wash them in a washing machine in cold 
water salted at thcrate of 2 heaped dessertspoonfuls per litre of water used (8 
dessertspoonfuls per U.S, gal.). Wash the skins for two minutes then let them 
soak for'"an hour in the machine. Keep repeating the soaking and washing 
technique until the skins soften to near the feel and thickness of a fresh skin. 
This may take 10 to 20 hours with some skins. Avoid the temptation to let skins 
wash for more than a few minutes each hour as this could loosen and slip the 
fur. 

When soft, wring out skins or spin dry then “Flesh” (see Step 2: 
Fleshing), After “Fleshing” wash the skins again in the same water, wring out 
or spin dry then lay them flat and salt them to an even depth of 2 mm (l^lOth 
in,). Sprinkle the salt with cider vinegar or any table vinegar until the salt is wet 
all over. In a hot dry climate cover the skins with a plastic sheet/to prevent 
drying out. Leave the skins for 24 hours then proceed with Stepo: Tanning 
while the skins arc still wet with vinegar. 



/ 
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STEP 2-- Fleshing 




LKinRKITKR'S TANNING KNIVES. Every skin has a flesh membrane. In 
places there is a layer of meal covering the skin while around the edges and legs 
this membrane is transparent. The whole flesh membrane has to be either 
removed or .scored all over to allow the tanning chemieals to penetrate. This can 
be done most effectively by using a Tanning Knife with the skin on a 
Lcidreiter’s Tanning Beam. 

“Fleshing” is a skill that can be learnt. A variety of holds and different 
Tanning Knives can be used on parts of the same skin for the best speed and 
effect. Around the thin flanks on skins and around tears, work delicately using 
the blade side ofthe Utility Tanning Knife. Each Tanning Knife has its own 
best uses. Experimenting is the best way to learn them. Except for the small 
light skins, the Commercial Tanning Knife is best for “Breaking or fleshing” 
medium to large sized skins. The Blade Tanning Knife is faster for “unhairing” 
and removing fat on many hides and skins. It is very effective on sheep skins. 





Fig. 2. 

There are 3 models and all have their special use. Leidreiter's Tanning Knives 
will be much more effective when used on a Tanning Beam. 



When using Leidreiter’s Blade Tanning Knife it is important to remove 
all burrs and lumps from the hair side of hides. These Tumps can otherwise 
cause the Tanning Knife blade to cut a hole in the skin or hide while “fleshing” 
it. Periodically sharpen the blade with a round file. 

Leidreiter’s Commercial Tanning Knife suits medium sized skins.. See 
Fig. 6 and Fig, 15. The teeth pick up the flesh membrane on large kangaroo and 
similar tough hides or skins. The blade side is good for rubbing off fat and 
“fleshing” sheep skins. 

Leidreiter’s Utility Tanning Knife suits small, light and medium skins, 
such as goat, rabbit, wallaby, snake, fox, etc. For best effect use it on a beam as 
shown in Fig. 5. 


J 
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STEP 2—Fleshing (continued) 


FLKSniNC.' 'vm« LKFDKKUKFrs UHIJTV TANNING KNIFE 




Fig- 3 

It is essential that skins are placed on a Tanning Beam before "fleshing" with 
a Tanning Knife. ^ • 

This is the preferred method for fleshing tough skins with the Utility Tanning 
Knife. Note that the blade teeth point away from the user. 

Push with the base of the palm of the hand down close to the blade for a more 
powerful cut. Work from a head to tail direction on skins. Short ^ifoke^ 

■m In length across the width of the skin will often roll the flesh membrane as 
n rolling up a floor mat. 

'iabbit skins being thin, can be first tanned then fleshed with the blade side of 
t Leidreiter’s Tanning Knife. 

Skins that have been salted for 7 or more days will flesh more easily. 
Shake off the excess salt and stretch them before fleshing. 

The cutting of furrows through the flesh membrane with the teeth is all 
hat is needed for the complete and effective “fleshing” of any skin. - 
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Knife aml’ullcAin."* "" "‘'= ^^'>''>'>8 

Fl-KSHlNC IvUTY SKINS. Follow llm paragraph when tanaing some fox 
skins. New Zcxiland 0 Possum or any other excessively fatty skin ^ 

After "fleshing" and .scraping out as much fat as poiiblc with the 
of .he Tanning Knife, pain, on .0 .he flesh side aTavy cS. of ^ur 
dishwashing detergent and leave the skin for 8 hours. Wash out the determent 
with several changes of warm water then scrape out the fat again on the tannino 
beam. Proceed with Step 3 Tanning. This detergent process can be reoeated 
again if there is fat still showing on the skin after two days in the Tanning Bath 
(Step 3). Repeat the detergent process then return the skin to the Tannine Bath 
to complete tanning. ^ 


FLESHING WITH LEIDREITER’S COMMERCIAL TANNING KNIFE. 



Fig. 4. 


Fleshing a salted hide. Note that the blade is held flat on the skin. This 
ZliV/i T • If medium size skins from 2kg to lOkg (4lb. to I2lb. 

blade to "fles^ ^eepsk'^^'^ be from deer, goat, calf and kangaroo. Use the 

^^^\or raincoat then lean against the hide to hold it in 
^sition oi'er the end of the Tanning Beam. This leaves both handsfree to use 
^e Commercial Tanning Knife. "Fleshing" is much easier with this set-up. 
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STEP 2 — Fleshing (continued) EZnaGPEate 


FI KSHINC NMTH I.KIDRKITKR’S lU.ADK TANNINC; KNIFK. 



Fig. 5. 

This knife is better for large hides from 5 kg to 15 kg {11 lb. to 18lb.) fresh 
weight. The blade is slightly curved and made of stainless steel with a bevelled 
edge on the lower side. Hides over 15 kg are difficult to tan manually. 

Place the knife on the hide with bevelled edge uppermost. Tilt the blade until 
the best paring angle is found. A shaving action is effective with a blade angle 
between 20° to 30° to the work. 

Using the correct Tanning Knife on a Tanning Beam with the right hold 
will greatly reduce the effort needed. Hard to “flesh” skins can be made easy by 
soaking them in a Tanning Bath. _ First shred the 

skin surface all over and rub off fat patches then wash the skin in water. 
Immerse the skin in a prepared Tanning Bath and remove it each day for a few 
minutes “fleshing”. The places needing more “fleshing” will be evident. These 
are usually a darker shade of blue. Fatty patches will remain white. Scrape 
these off. 

The time needed to “flesh” a skin varies. Small light skins may take 
from a few minutes up to fifteen minutes while larger hides will take maybe 
thirty minutes to “flesh.” Inexperienced tanners may take longer with first 
skins. Large cattle hides would take much longer than these times but tanning 
these manually is not recommended. 

For a first “fleshing” the above times will be a guide. Spending an hour 
or more on the first “fleshing” will not give a better end result. Experiment with 
different Tanning Knives and techniques for the best effect for the least effort. 

Wash skins in clean water AFTER “fleshing” them and NOT before. Sheep 
skins are an exception to this rule. Xhe skin is now ready for “Tanning 
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STEPS — Tanning 




IXinKl'nKR'S IANNINI* fORMl 1,A A o.\rcl\>l McmaI »>(' oh«'iniA'Ali 
forirru'lAiM to pcrmAncnt ahaI lAstiuij chcmioAl ohAnjjc.'^ \\y the* sUw cflU, 
While lAnninii is pwcrc.ssing KictcriAl inhibili'TS prevent IvaaI axIouts aivaI 
hAir-slip is prevented with Astriniicnts thAi ti.ehten hAir tolliA'Ies. AnittvAl tissue 
is irAnslormed intv^ Ic^ither fibre At a AVntrA>lle\i rAte with mAskinji Aj^ents. All 
these prcvcsses ivcur simultAneAnisly in a dilutexl SAvlutivvn vvf I'Anninjt V'orniulA. 
salt and water. This is callcsi the Tanning Bath. 

Do not use chkvrinated. artesian Kvre water or hard water. Salt 
sea water, howcv'cr, is suitable for mixing a tanning bath. 

To ensure the container material d^vs not react to chemical.s in the 


Tanning Formula it must be made of one of the folKvwing material.s: Pla.stic. 
stainless steel, enamel lined, lead lined, nylon, polythene. fibrcglas.s or vvivxlcn 
cask, or cement trough that has been pitinted inside with “Estapol” or C|xny 
resin type marine paint. Old enamelled bath tubs or a child's swimming psxvl 
are ideal. Paint over bath chip areas. 

Hardware stores or building supply stores will .somctlmc.s sell new 
damaged or chipped bath tubs very cheaply. These large containers suit a small 
commercial tanning venture. 

Light skins can be tanned in plastic garbage cans or rcfu.se bins. Small 
skins such as snake, rabbit and possum can be tanned in a household plastic 
bucket. Do not use any other metal container. Nlct.als will react with and spoil 
tanning chemicals. 


The appearance of mould on the surface of a stored Tanning Bath 
solution is normal. Simply skim it off before use. 


MIXING A TANNING B.4TH FOR LIGHT SKINS. These arc skins with fur 
that arc not more than 3 mm thick (I/8th in.) in the thickest place measured 
around the edge. Typical skins that can be tanned as light skins come from 
small calf, most goats, most deer, possum, etc. 


A thick skin will not tan through in a Light Skin Tanning Bath but light 
skins can be tanned in a Tanning Bath for Cattle and Thick Hides. 

The follovN'ing Tanning Bath is, however, easier and cheaper to mi.x and 
gives better, softer leather with light skins. 

Pour Vi litre (17 U.S. fl. ozs.) of Tanning Formula into 36 litres (10 U.S. 
gals, of water). Add 500 gms. (1 lb.) of salt for each 10 litres (2V5 U.S. gals.) of 
water used. Wash the skins. Put the skins in the bath one at a time and spread 
them out under the solution, taking care to eliminate any air pockets. Skins 
with fur removed must be stirred every 10 minutes for the first two hours to 
give the skins an even colour. 



Remove the skins each morning and night and wring them out and 
replace them in the bath. Inspect the skins for patches of flesh membrane that 
may need scoring. Most sWns will tan in about three days if the water 
temperature is roughly between lOX to 20“C (50°F to 70*F). Large and thick 
skins will take longer. Skins can be left in the Tanning Bath for weeks with 
safety after they have been tanned through. Skins left in the bath after being 
tannM will, however, continue to use the chemicals which will reduce the 
number of skins the Tanning Bath would have tanned. 

A made up Tanning Bath from a half litre (17 U.S. fl. ozs.) of Tanning 
formula will tan about 6 kg (13 lbs.) wet weight of prepared skins if they are 
put into the bath altogether. However, if they are tanned one after the other in 
me Mme bath, it may only tan half as many skins. Tanning skins one at a time 
IS often wnvenient, however. Save the uswl Tanning Bath solution as it can be 
replenished. Keep notes on the weight of skins tanned to know when the 
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If three quarters of the Tanning Bath has been used up by tanning threp 
quarters of the maximurn quantity of skins, then three quarters of a smalf bottle 

T rKT?‘n 12 U.S. n. ozs.) nceds to be added to renew the 

g ath to full strength again. A half used bath needs a half recharge. 

Alternately, a half used bath can be used to tan half as many skins. 

ran Kr If ^ gfcatcr Weight of skins to a Tanning Bath than 
t^ro^ffh^llni can cause hair-slip and the failure of skins to 

thev will will eventually cause skins to rot as 

completed^ ^ Tanning Formula is depleted before tanning is 

IFS penetration. Tanning begins on the flesh side 

01 lurred slans and slowly penetrates through to the furside A skin 

wmpletely tanned when the blue colour has penetrated right through the 
leather. Tes skins by nicking the thickest part of the edge (usually about the 
nwk and tail) with a knife to see if the blue colour has penetrated right through 
the thickness of the skin. Even a light blue colour on the fur side indicates 
complete tanning. Parting the fur and looking for a light blue colour about the 
hair r(wts is another way to check tanning penetration. Unhaired skins tan 
through quickly from both sides. These skins usually tan through in half the 

time taken for a furred skin. One to four days is usual for any skins that can be 
defined as light skins. ^ van w 


Tanning penetration should progress each day the skins are inspected 
until skins are tanned right through. If, however, skins are not tanning 
something is wrong. A common cause of this problem is a depleted Tanning 
Bath. A depleted Tanning Bath can be remedied by adding Tanning Formula at 
the rate of 500 mis (16 fl. ozs.) for each 35 litres (9 U.S. gallons) of water in 
the Tanning Bath. Remedies for other tanning problems can be found in “A 
Handbook on Knives, Skinning & Tanning.” 


TANNING WITH A WASHING MACHINE. When tanning a quantity of 
skins, the use of a washing machine saves work. All*washing machines are 
enamelled with plastic agitators or other, corrosion-free metals. The Tanning 
Bath can be mixed in the washing- machine and the skins left in the machine 
while tanning. These skins do not hnve to be lifted out e^ch day for wringing 
out. Five minutes agitation a few times a day will greatly shorten tanning time 
and produce beautiful leather. The use of a washing machine is an advantage 
but not essential. Old washers can be bought very cheaply. The best machine 
tor a cottage industry set-up is the “Lightburn” brand. It has a very large heavv 
duty tumble drum. ^ 


‘anning is complete all skins need to be 
anf remove chemicals as possible and to clean fur 

machTnT with 

TOwdeJsMr o Jn soap powder. Use no chlorine bleach or enzyme 

^Illcfnp” wh*^ skins for 5 minutes then proceed with Step 4: 

stage will^be ruined^^ allowed to dry out at this 








STEP 4 — Bmktttg^ 
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“Breaking” is the final step in finishing a tanned skin. It is an important 
step bccau.se it determines the shape, softness and appearance of the finished 
skin. All skins and hides arc washed after tanning then wrung out or allowed to 
dry overnight, then weighed while still damp. The correct amount of Leather 
Lube is then calculated. The skin is pegged out to shape and flatten it, or 
stretched on a rack if it is a large thick hide. Leidreiter’s Leather Lube is 
painted on with a paint brush then the skin is left to dry in shade or warm 
(never hot) sunlight. When it is dry, it is stretched with a soft pad underneath 
using the blade on a Tanning Knife. This action is called “BreaWng” and is the 
name given to Step 4 in Leidreiter’s Tanning Method. 

WEIGH THE SKINS. Squeeze out the water from skins then carefully weigh 
them. Write the weight on each skin corner so that later the correct amount of 
Leather Lube can be accurately calculated and applied. This is important. 


PEG OUT SKINS with nails on a flat board or floor to give them an even shape 
and to stretch them flat. Do not stretch them too tightly. Skins with fur should 
be nailed out furside down. Just stretch the skin enough to take out the wrinkles 
an overtight skin tends to stiffen as it dries. 


TWO SKIN DRYING METHODS. 




Fig. 6. 

Small skins can be tacked to a board for drying. Take care to give the skin a 
nice symmetrical shape. The correct amount of Leather Lube is calculated 
and then painted on to the wet skin. 



Scanned with CamScanner 






2 


XTEPi^Breakins (coiitinued) 


SMAU FUnSKIN^ 


appi.icaiion 01' i,i-:ii)HF-:m:Frs pkahikk ijjbk. 

Shake the Leather Lube bottle very thoroughly to mix the chemical 
ingredients for best softening effect. For ease of measuring a dessertspoon can 
be used. 




Before pouring, shake the Leather Lube bottle thoroughly. When measured 
quickly 10 dessertspoonfuls of Leather Lube equals 60 mis (2 U.S. fl. ozs. per 
lb.}. While using Leather Lube stir it every few minutes to keep the ingredients 
evenly mixed during application. 

When applying Leather Lube to very small skins use fingers to spread it 
as a paint brush would absorb too much of the small amount used. Apply an 
even light coat all over the wet pegged skin. When measuring Leather Lube on 
a continuous basis a dessertspoon equals 6 mis. (5 dessertspoons = 1 U.S. fl. 
oz.). 


WARNING^ Leidreiter s Leather Lube is a combination of leather softening 
chemicals and preserving additives that fix permanently to leather fibres 
thereby preventing them from bonding together while drying. Only when the 
correct amount is applied will it be possible to “Break” skins soft later. When 
correctly applied Leather Lube will disperse evenly through a wet skin and 
allow It to dry quickly without trapping the water and leaves the leather a light 
colour without an oily feel or appearance. Only a correct rate of application will 
preserve skins for life and later allow washing with water and soap powder to 
clean skins when needed. An insufficient application of Leather Lube can 
damage leather by allowing the fibres to bond together while drying. This 
f stiffen permanently after drying. There is only one chance to get it 
ghti Be warned. Too much Leather Lube results in an oily or dirty appearance. 













“Breaking” is a stretching softening action achieved by pushing the blade of a 
Tanning Knife across the leather This action k,* i ^ puinuns me made ot a 

from the bonding togetherZl occurs whde '“‘h/r.fibres free 

insuffieient Leather Lube has been apnlied the fibres il* drying out. If 

leather will remain stiff in sphe of comled X w .h™a 
soften it. Plaee the skin on a soft underpad f^tht opera^^^^^ 


skin ab»r2 emVa^mro i;';*rorL“''^th:ftut^^^^^^^^^ “n"- 

over from end to end. If ihe correct amount of Leather Lube7as"apnlied'^rr 
the leather will now be soft and pliable. Work eentlv on small "I 

around the Bank on fox and sheepskins as they ca® tern- easil” ^ 


breaking with LEIDREITER’S utility tanning knife 



Fig. 8. 

skins use the blade of a Utility Tanning Knife. This is 
^L.L leather with pressure to whiten and soften the leather. In 

this photo the skin is on a thick piece of old carpet. 
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STEP 4^^B¥eaking 


][mHtjMed) wssEMssmam 


BREAKING WITH LEIDREITER’S COMMERCIAL TANNING KNIFE. 


“Breaking” with this knife is more effective because more pressure can be 
applied with two hands working. It is easier sharing the work with two hands 
when “Breaking” the thicker skins from calf, goat kangaroo, deer, etc. The 
blade has a sharpened edge and should be used vertically with the teeth on the 
blade pointing away from the user. 



Fig. 9. 

The Commercial Tanning Knife must be used on a Tanning Beam. For the 
"breaking" operation a piece of thick carpet is placed under the skin as a soft 
underpad. Note the blade is held vertically with the teeth pointing away from 
the user. No underpad is needed when "breaking" sheepskins. 
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(continued) 


SMAU FURSKINS^ ^^ 


FINISHING. The scruffy surface fibres pulled by ihe “Breaking” action can be 
removed by sanding with a power sanding machine. A disc sander is made bv 
placing a rubber backing pad and coarse sanding disc on the angle grinder used 
tor Fleshing (see Fig. 8). Hides can be sanded on the drying rack. Light skins 
should be sanded on a soft underpad or carpet piece. Stand on one end of the 
skin and wear boots for safely Sheepskins need no underpad for sandinn off 
Removing the bloom or scruffy surface will improve the appearance of the 
finished leather by revealing a lighter coloured fine grained leather underneath 
However, if skins arc to be backed or used as fioor mats or pinned to a wal 
sanding may be uninimportant. 

SANDING TO SOFTEN AND FINISH SKINS. 


fjgio. 

mac/iine is very effective when used on a pad Coarse erit bel 
fleshing could cause these skins to tear. y ounumg mem. tsariu 


sand-off''TL\"lins‘‘ean'h!.'oi>y wiH not 

their aDoearance Thlcr. le^ degreased to allow sanding or to simply improve 
washed in mineral tumpL**^^ cleaned" using dry cleaning fluid or 

away from smoker<; anH ?^ir^' them vigorously outdoors in a safe place 

SinXrB ade“hVski:.V “ 

skin. (See Fig 14) ” ^ '^""8‘ng out the 

the “break" and sand it to soften and finish it. Sunning 

iht skin will eradicate the turps smell. If the skin is still oily, repeat this process 
1 ne use of petrol or gasoline is just as effective but there is a greater fire 
, danger and for this reason its use is not recommended. 
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STEP ^ Breaking (continued) 



ISMAU. FURSKIN: 


trimming a finished skin. 



Fig. 11. 

Trim a finished sanded hide to the 
dotted line as shown. The-edge outside 
the dots will be hard and should be cut 
off. Trimming a skin also gets rid of the 
nail holes. 

Cutting on to a bench will cut the fur or 
hair, and this spoils the look the skin 
edge. For this same reason, never use 
scissors for trimming a skin. Use a 
sharp knife to cut the skin while it is 
hanging. 


After sanding skins comb the fur and brush it. Use a steel bristle brush 
on sheepskin wool. Take a sharp knife and trim the skin. Cut through the 
leather from the flesli side in a continuous run right around the skin to shape it 
and to get rid of brittle edges and nail holes. The jagged edges left from the 
pegging out and holes in the edges of racked skins need to be trimmed off. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


FURTHER INFORMATION. Fur dressing is the art of cleaning and imparting 
lustre to furs. Mothproofing preserves furs. Sewing furs and cutting out bullet 
holes further improves their value and appearance. How to tan the ears and 
face on fox and similar skins is all explained with illustrations in “A Handbook 
on Knives, Skinning & Tanning.” Dyeing sheepskins is explained in more detail 
along with leather staining, handcrafts, finishing reptile and snake skins, 
deodorising skins, trouble shooting when tanning, and alternate tanning 
methods with bark and common chemicals. All this and more information is in 
this book availabla from the suppliers of Leidreiter’s Tanning Kits. If this book 
is difficult to locate, ^rite to the address below. 

Tanning information about Leidreiter’s products and their use is 
available from the makers. When writing please set out the problem in detail 
and include a small piece of tanned skin if it applies to the problem. A stamped 
self-addressed envelope must accompany your letter. 

Before writing check that the answer to your query cannot be found in 
this Reference Pamphlet or in “A Handbook on Knives, SWnning & Tanning." 

The instructions in this pamphlet are given as an aid to tanning. No 
guarantee is given or implied and we accept no liability for results or injury. 
These are terms of sale. At all times take adequate precautions with chemicals 
and methods. Keep all chemicals out of reach of children and heed all warnings 
and cautions given. 

LEIDREITER’S TANNING SUPPLY 
^ P.O. Box 6016, South Tweed Heads, 2486, AUSTRALIA. 


Ph. (075) 244 864 Fax (075) 245 355 
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